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SPEECH OF MR. BRANCH,

| Gn Mr. Clayton’s Resolution relulive to the
| Cnited States Bank.

{ v, BRANCH remarked, thaty, under the impres-
ision that the present scssion of Congress afforded the
| Fairest prospect for a full, free, and thorough nvesti-
zation of the policy of renewing the Charter of the

|

{tinaily acted upon during this session; and further,
junder a deep conviction thatthere was no good rea-
500 1o believe that the charter would or could be re-
newed—he should feel himself bound to oppose eve-
'Y proposition calculated to postpone a decision un-
B} the next session of Congress.  He would not say
thit the gentleman who moved these resolutions was
actuated by any other motives than such as he be-
Leved just and proper; but is was very manifest, if
Hthie House adopted them, at this late period of the
| sesstom, that the inevitable effect would be such as
he had stuted.  While, therefore, he was willing to
jessume the responsibility of acting out the principles
| which had governed his political course for twenty
[vears past, he could not consent by his vote to con-
| tribute to an evasion of the question for the purpose
!Df obtaining any objcct not properly connected with

the maintenance of those principles.

The gentleman from New Vork has forcibly pre-
scnted to the House the gambling speculations which
fl]:gﬂ'r: fprown out of this nstitution. For my own part,
satd M. BT am disposed to put an end to these
practices as speedily as possible, and by no act of

ulations, to prey on the unwary.  Alrcady has the

topinion between the President of the United States
and the Sceretary of the Treasury. Believing, as
he did that the vote of no member would be con-
trolled by the propesed investigution, let it resuli as
Hoamghts and further satisfied, as he ras, that the
‘P!‘rrsiﬂent of the United states would put his 2efe on

toeinye thus negatived, that o constitutional majority
could be obfained 1n its behalf, he deemed it best in
’mcl'y point of view, to quiet the public mind by a
| prowpt and decisive action.  Such a course s duc
‘to the Lirge class of our fellow citizens interested in
the Bank. It s due to the nawtion.  He was not one
tof those who believed that the President of the Uni-
ted States would shiinic from responsibitity.” No,
Mr. Speaker, Twill do lum the justice to say that 1
never knew him to siaink from his full shire of re-
sponsibility.  But, sir, 1 cannot say as much for his
tand counscliors behind the throne, more powertul
than the throne itself. |
| Infine, suid My, B. the President stands pledged
to lis eountry, by the strongest of all possible ties,
to withhold his signuture, for the rencwnd of the U-
mted States Bank Charter, on constitutionad grounds
and he had no doubt hut that hie would faithfully re-
deem his pledge.  Why, then, shall we keep the
pubhic Tind m a state of suspense on this long agi-
tated subject, particularly when the President him-
sclf has been urging it on Congress in his three an-
jnunl Messuges? |
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United States Bank, and that the country conhdent- |
| 1¥ expected that this important question would be
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mine to afford fresh fucilities to those skilledin spec-

Fcountry felt the pernicious effects of the conflict of |
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| any b which might be passed by this Hoose, and |
| that if wus utterly idle to believe, ia the cvent of its|
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