BANK OF THE UNITED STATES,

The sithject that has most intensely engaged the
attention of the House of Representative of late,
is the resolution offered by Mr. Clayton for the
appointment of a Select Committee to examine
nto the affuirs of that institution.  Heretofore, the
reports to both brancles have been made by com-
mitlees favorable tu the Bunk, and of course they
nave presented the bright side of’ the subject.—
But Mr. Clayton, assoon afler his arrival in Wash-
ington a8 the conrse of business would allow, pre-
sented w list of specific charges against it, and un-
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der an express authority given to Congress in the |4
231 section of ita character, moved for o Select |a
; o i jgnte its and report | re

to

specially: ond strange as itmay seem, this motion
wus obstinntely resisTEp by the friends of the
Bank i solid eolumn, They even attempted to
stifle itan the outset by preventing its being con-
silereds  Abandoning this ground, they then
songht to refer it to a committee known to be in
fayor of the Bagk, “That failing, they changed
their Tine of bat®e, and directed their efforts to-
wurds trnmmelling the committea, by cirownscri
bing the field, and hmiting the time for their ope
rationst a course thit is said, and wobelieve trply
suid, to be unprecedented.  [n this they have suc-

4 After a most stormy und proteacted debite
the refrence was carried on the Ot instant by o
clnsa vote; and a committee of soven appointed,
Mo, Clayton, Cambreling, gid R M. dohasor
thean, in fivor of inyestigution, and four, Messrs,
Adung, MeDuffie, Phomas of Mel and Watmough
apainss ite  The torns of the reference restrict
1ho investigation to such features of dusmandge-
pent only v it true, wonld amount o nnabsolute
vialalion of their charter. It Timits the time of
thvir ibyestigation to the 215t of April ; and this
Hialtation of tine necessarly eschides the possi-
bility o extending thede expintion to the con-
doet of tho Bonk “with its bBranclics, WA of the
branches with oue another, or o ai
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merond out of doors operations, which it is naturl |

to supposa, re most vicious of ll, - Care Lss, uci]
doulity, been taken to keop the buoks-fair, 1t isly
strange ( they have not done thu 3 for what )
prapartion of their improper aets, supposing them }J
o dive committed sach, wimll they proliably en- 'y
tor o th hanks? And yot te, van !y

O
hnve Lt than the Looks hefore
waine, and that is to be done by ineh of candle yand {(
the otficers of the Bank willnnt be very anzious. |y
it miy be supposed, to essist and ficilitte their |,
iesenvehes,  But after all, the friends of investi- |
gation on the enmiittes, trammelled, and hood- |,
winked, aud embarrassed, nmud ownunibered es |
they are may yet do somethings thongh they ean
oot a view but of a cornoz o the snbject, apd uri,
precisely that cornor which can sffurd them the |
lenst infurmation.  Our hiape Lowever, it we luve
any, is extremely funt 3 for what men of any pru-
denee wonld nllow theie books to betray thewm ?—
Mr. MeDu

Commune,

hem 1o ex- |

nre

tnov i dge of buok
kaeping ; for the t honed a week at |
s tstunee ! But stil), to hope againat hope, who
Laawa bt something muy loak out

My, Clayton descrves, uod willreeelye the than
of his country for ‘what he Las so resolutely and
faithtully attsopted 3 even it nothing cones of it
but the precedent, erippled s itis, \Wo have al
part of his apesch on the reference question, we |
shall probably voceive the residae before long, and |
intend in gomd timea to publish it -entire.  Bat we
eannot withold the following extenct, whicl exhib-
its with dromat’s vivaeity and with irresistable ef-|
foet the whole cramtis persone, theid tnotives ond |
theie movements, Wesee onnnghiin these i
ments to convitea us bayoud doubt, that the r-
ter will be renewed ot the present session s and |
thencetorwanl foravir, or as long as the zovern-|
Ment exiits,

S 1 introdueed Uhe regdtution en Fri
distely o genthomnn nrose and naloed, 08t was a very
iwmportaat resulation, that Dwould postjone it till
the next day, I readily consented, soying 1 lnd no
wish o hurry o watter sepposed ta be of sueh in. |
tervst. He then requoded that Twould put it off|
il Monday, o that 1 adso willingly conganted,
When Muomday seeived, the intezmedine tine
e eon employed (o sateling wplan of opeea

it vas made, ugnn eallis
s whethier the Hanse would con
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e, their menager of the fHowse of!
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alutinn, w
i, D nnderstand, puts the wntter
nuy steancles it in s bieth, 3 caeried in the nega-
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tive. unately foe me, the Speaker dueidad 11
the motion was out ol order, 28 the receivin
cosolotion on the previous ay and postpo
Sl Manday was sach in oosder as tplied o d
mination to consider the propodition. As suon as
this deetsinit was aunouieed, another mation wa
fostantly mude to lay the resolotion on the tahle.—
Phis, bunderstand, is vanuthor method of glviog
it

ity can onee nuil the u
NIYOTi
neve

) i |
st vy seasia 5 for if @ wjority opposed G|

er to the tabile, the same
it theee turever, Tte
W o0 up, e feien s of the regalution |
Tokeed at e oot in astonishment, and tien look- |
ed at the friends of the Bank wish surpriss, mexed |
with w very larga portion of iadigaadt seorn j and |
thoir looks seem to sy, ean it be possilile you will so
eashly dare to insullan intelligent eammunity s
Whetlier foars fur the Bank orshishe the the

r bl united, overzome tie coteuge which prompted
sueln procedare, (L is dificalt to sny, hut so it was
Mot mtion was withdewn,  The argumsnt lln~n|
! procecded, und certain clinrges wers p: arre | in |
[ sneh strang colors, and with soah a powerel elaim |
P the considerntion of the Honsé, that nolwithstan-
U ding the resnlution was mast violentl
¢ | fisat, yota gradual ro tion of resist

)
T

cotved Bl Taally npoopos
by the friends of the Bauk, W ¢
soneht by the roselution to the
Tuine—the very Comnitt
din fivor of the Bunk, |
won Toeaminend |
A¢ thi fonuedd i |
vilter, aud wlia lins been a disinturested fi .
Wank, expreased hiv disnatisfaet] t that
w—suith b s bt ant 1o go to that Comniittes,
nnd that it wee tanteacy U Perhivmentary wasge
sund wuy propasit a Comnitrer, 4 1
of wi el Lo thie tiensiire
natler ol wa l
this bisiness for a lv
the By i

inqiry
al' Ways

the
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ingh
nd Lellevine tiat
st pibica s with lier
nt, oty for the sake of -

the pppasition
fnowla e
g this mase 1o
lenve Wi uge an |
wharaeter, \
mon il

ror poiut of view, by
wstention, froe and Tmdiar in ils
el obivions gnd enim-
¢ Hhie cunilast Bf the
Bank to the fuld pereeptio vyery undersigndiog
however dullin its e vnprg oy )
Toorder to show, Me, Bpeaker, what Kigd of in-
formation Lias been denied, § ey ta refier ta the char-
wesy sy it hins been denied, §ler lvave v sabimt
the Tollowing plain pietars
tie Bunl Clinrter nhout to e
and Directorg, inatwad af o
reswal, shonld eame in p
—ullthe members beneareayed aond seated on
sident yor, ns on w judicial boneh, anl respes
ask fur wn aet ol ra ineorporation 1S A e
ber should riew, sid sy, Mree President and Direc-
W, yau lave Tl this great peavilege for 1we
yoears: besides the lavge interest whic
tent Linlds in (it Banic, Ui commii
ennearnnd (0 knowing wl ¥ OaVe
youraflais with p ahity wayd higs

have g any objwetivn, seeing you lave viour |
Wikl yan, 't Lot us

xplee, and the Prosk
wding a wamnrinl
san into this Clam
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Lturns yotad, and,
s i wlispee, replies ta the mener—oe
bad rathier vou wauld not sake e examination.
Wihersupon, suppose, nnother wember shoeld 1

Iis place, wud ubsvive to the President—s

must Lot y
s ramored all through the country Uit things are
natas they shonld be in your institution—and, in-
deed, you are direetly oliarged with frand and car-
suption.  1f jthe so, you have 0o eight to ask b oo
other charter. 11 it be otherwise, you huve it am-
Py A0 your power ta wake it appear; and such an |
“xtaination, vou kaow, must greatly heighten your

‘.
ir books wndersn ni investigation § e

o Siuee maliagihis speech,n motlon was made to amend the
FESULILION 0 s 10tk thie pow el oni the Speaker, of i,
g tre Gamiuitee, i Jvar bl cotom af e THou-e, mid v
108 1Tt Bavse W elect 1UDy bndlat The motion wis losi—
Dis beci vecansulered and again last. Phus it is seon wiat an
tneommon sulleitade is indicated 1 avoid a fair and full fuves-
Fation by the Bank.




claims ? The President turns round again to the
Directors, and, after further consultation, answers—
*We wionld rather yin wonld determine, among
yourselves, whether you will CONSIDER those
cha'raes s we certainly” plead not ouilty to themn, bt
wonld prefer notto be tried ! -The niember says 1o
| i felto members, we must consider this matter ;
(o which all reply, yes,wa mustconsider ! T'he Pre-
{#ident then requists that the charges be LAID upon
the table ! e 15 asked—Are you not or
hamed, fur your reputation’s sake, to mal i a
[request 7 Upon consulting, n third time, with the
Directors, he suys—1 will withdraw my lnst request ;
Jand we are now willing to submit (o an enquiry,
ppeovided you will let us chioose our own commitiee,
Pliere is among you <ome meabers who, heretofore,
have been very [riendly Lo us, .nuhpr---un!lnf much
upon acontintance of thut kindness, we will feave it
to them. One of these members promptly objects
Iuml declares it ismot right that the nstier should be
‘nxumilled by those [riends, aud there the matter
resti==the Presidectand Directors sull debating the
'x.\um:'.iun, and resolving to weree to no otlier terms,
And now, Me. Speaker, under this precise stute of
frets, suppose all the good people of the Union were
assenibled on the plain below the Capitol, and you
[were to get up and g0 to the window just back of
Lyou,and ploclatin withi a load voies to the multitude,
xaotly what ind occurred between the Directors
Cand Conreess, what do you think would be their re-
‘ply ¢ Just linogine, for a moment, this state of
(things, nnd agan vk yourself, what would be the
i w that would run through this wreat throng i—,
Pwill tell you, Mr. Speaker, knowing the ho' sty
and iateliifence of this rreat people, they would send |
vone wide, lond, long and thundering shoul—
L them go lome ! nay, drive them from your
Such paitering with a justand honest right
s nocountenance ; und whatever iy be the
which they so artfally prediet, wnang their
debtors, let it come, vather than saeri-
posva of priveiple and integrity
£ belong to thisboaeted Covern.

ment."



