y MR. CLAYTON, OF GEORGIA.

Rl

. Nothing gives more satisfaction to a candid and
ingenuous mind, than to make acknowledgment of
wrong, when wrong has been committed ; and cer-
tainly nothing is more honorable. My CrLayTon,
ot Georgia, in a recent speech in the House of Re-

presentatives, thus concluded his remarks. — Alex-
andria Gazelle.

Mr. Speaker, this is the first fair opportanity that has
rresented itself 1o make satisfaction for wronge whizh I be.
ieve I myselfhave committed, not from malice, forI enter-
tain that passion against no human being, but from an over-
wrought and incautious zeal. In my oppasition to the
Bank, on a former occusion, I have curefully reviewed
l | my remarks, and find reflections which are unworthy of
me and the cause they were designed to support. They
were calculated to wound the fcelings of many high and
honorable men in and oyt of the Bank; and, if such has
been the effect, I can offer no higher reparation than the
public expression of my regret. I retract every thing
] : personal, either in fuct or tendency, and rejoice that
| when £ have done a wrong, iy scnse of justice inclines
' Me to redress it ; neither a dictate of false pride, nor a
- dread of even deserved reproach, shall ever interpose he-
 tween the injury of which I have been the unguarded
' cause, and the due retribution necessary to its full attain.
“ment. [ do not pretend that this is a sentiment peculiar
" to myself; it exists in every mind to some cextlent, and,
- sooner or later, is apt to exerpt its Just control.  Sip, the
. day may yet come when the present Chief Magistrute
- Shall feel and own its sway.  When he shall bave reach.
| ed the repose of private life, removed from the tempests
' of political strife~~when he shiall have ceased to ba useful
. to flatterers and sycophants, and standling upon that cri-
| tical confine where the time past of a long life is to be re-
( viewed in the short span of that which is soon to end
—if no other wrong of which lie has been the author
shall extort its merited confession, that at least of the in-
jured Duane will wring a repentant sigh. His imagina-
tion must wander into the innocent family of this abused
1ndividual, from whose quiet bosom he was reluctantly
 withdrawn, and, after surveying the peace which lLe has
 disturbed, the feelings hic has tortured, the friendship
| with which Lie has sported, the integrily he has distrust-
| ed, the independence he has despised, and, above ull,
| that spotless reputation lis minions have attempted|
i 10 defame~—if lis heart shall not obey the dictates of|
i the generuus sentiment 1 have described, it will be wan!-
ing, greatly wanting, in a principle with which even his
fume of battle caunot compare, and wilt justly reduce the
glory of his military fortunes to an empty pageunt.
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