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BANK OF THE UNITED STATES,
The report of the commitieo of Waya and Mon:
an the bank of the Uiited States, is drawn up w
mucl ability, and, 1w muost be acknowlodged, wily &
grent doeal of ingonuwity  Should it produce mis-
chiel rather than enlighten the public mind, upon the
important subject the committoo had vnder consider-
ation, it will be owing 1o the preponderating influence
of the ability and ingenuity displayed through it, for
the solidity of the arguments used in sopport of the
few correct positions assumed, may not be en antidoto
to the poison ¥o ingeniously and artfully infused iowo
the mind  Taking the report under “thin poinr of
view, the necessity bocomes imporious, of feviewing
1ty to point out ity defucts, and the dangor these _do-
fects might produce, if not d d an p ()
the publie view . 3

With regard to the constitutional power of incor-
porating the bank, Mr McDnffie, the chairman of
the committee, takes the affirmative of the question,
and usca the commun argoments of the latiwding-
rians in defence and support of the implied powers,
which ingenuity, sophietry and pertinacity inhotero-
dox principles, profend o draw  from the general
granta of tho federal constitunion. Ho infers tho
power of incorporation from sev. general powers

ranted.  How ean on neidental power bo inforred
rom several genernl powars > We concsive that the
vary cucumsiance of resorting (o several general
puwers, in order to cxtract from them the constitu-
tionality of an incidontal power, s the strongest ar-
gument that ean be addoced, that such an imphed
power is unconstitutional. ‘Therefors, whenever it ro-
quites ingenuity to show shat & cortain power is 10 be
inferred, notfram one power alone, specified in tho fod-
eral constitution, but from many others, we must tako it
for gennted, that this certuin power is unconstitution.
al. Anincidental power, to be constitutional, must
be implied in a munoor natural and plain.  The im-
plication must be as clear and apparant as neecssary
to carry into ciloct the genoral power to \vhigh it is
pretended to be incidenta!. When such an inciden.
tal poweris not absolutely necessary to carry into
offoct tho general power granted, there cannot exist n
conatitutional implication. The power to coin monsy
a general powor, 'I'ho incidental power to estal-
lish w mnint, and to regulate tho manner of conducting
o sanie, is clearly and noturally nforred from the
general power granted  This incidental power is
absolutely necessary to carry into cffact the general
power  And so it is with all the genoral powers
granted tothe fuderal government, and with the in-
eidontnl powers natorally and absolutely dedueiblo
from those general powers. Mr. hlnl{uﬂil infers
the pawer to incorporate the bank of the United
s, from thie power of coining monsy. This is
vying proy far the systein  of implication e
‘The mint has existed without tho assistanco of a
bank of the United States; and should the chartor of
that ivstitution not_be renewed, the mint will go on

o1 in s operations without the nxercino, by tho federa)

government, of an unnid!nlal(rownr which docs not
afleet a general power grante

Mr. McDuffio derivos the power te ineorporate the
bank of the United Etates from moveral general now-
cra. It is our opinion that the incidental power Lo in-
corporato this bauk, to be constitutional, should be
infrred from one general power and not from muny.

Ronuity iv req to show itutional fon.
ture, it is apparent that the power at best is doubtful,
and, i" doubtful, cannot be itutional ; foritis a
sound maxim, in the intepretation of laws snd conti-
tutions af guvernment, that when doubis existas 1o the
true meaning of such public doruments, tha doybtful
clauses should bo considered as having had no exis-
tenca.

But if the repact before usis objestionablo on nc-
connt of the I q n involved in the
incorporation of the bank of the United States ; it
is much more so on necount of cortain political doc:
teines thatein expressed, respecting the coestruction
to be given 1o to the constitution, and whioh are an
liboral as the ¢ National Reputlicans' can d them
1o be

Mr MeDuffie saye, it cannat be doubted that the
power given to Congross to establish post road, im-
plios the power ta establish a canal, or a rivor,
post route, as well as s of
mon e Me M-Dufie. Me Webaier, or My Clay,
the two laiter gontlamen, Naticoal Republicans, the ~
constitution i avery g and nothivg  Did it ever
onter intithe brang ol the fesmers of the constilution,
when they granted the power to establish post roads
and post officos - that is, the powwr to extallish s
sali and conveniont mode of tansponing the mail.-
o give alen the power 1o cut & canal from Buffalo
to New Orleans, nt the expense of 30 or 40 milliona
of dollars 2 This in indend a liberal, dilinluulrd,
and very consistent position taken by Mr 1o Dfbe,
who, a year or twa ago, made spoeches by the dozen
tu the good peaple of South Caralive, wpon the wicon-
stitutionality of the Tanfl, and the encroachments o!
tha federal government upon stuto rights and tho fider -
al constitution

We have lately deelared, that we dd pot fool an
implieat faith in the politeal shanges whicl seem 1o
have taken place i ¢ome of the distinguished eit-
1zens of Sowrh Carolioa "The roport of Mr MeDar
fie confirms us in our doubts an (his subjort  And
what are wo to think of the Editor of the Charleston
Moreury, the organ of these modern radicals, who,

Fihis very repart of Mr MeDuffie, de-
clures, that “ I power inust Lo stretehied, fet 01 g
leawt b fur tho attainment of objocts a Iy ack-
nowledged 1o o Aceording 1o the eroed of
wa politicians, the end sanetifios
the attempt  "Tiie constitutiog way be yi med with
ppomity provided ot produces l?m desired effeer !
Wedonot fllaw such docry IF the genersl
good st
not s

| d hy the exerciso of 4 Powar
Iy grantod 1o the foderal govornmem s
vt the states ngreo to geant it frthwith, Bt
on noaceount should that government be permitted
to exvreise such o power, aslong as it has not been
conlvrred

We eall the attention of the reader to an ani le in
our columns uadir the head of “ Bunks," and 1o the
following extrnet of o leier ff homas Jefli
sert Gallating dated Washingron, Decembe 3,
1803, which relates to the old bank  of the United
States Tho snme o harges may not be alleged at
the present tme  aginst the presont Bank of the U,
S5 huthave wo ang guarautes that pons such can
oever be alleged ?

HThis institation is one of the most dendly
hostility existing, agamst the priveiples ang
form of our Coustitution.  Phe nation is, atr
this tiine, so st wand united in irs SCNliments,
thatitennnot Le shaken at this moment,  But
suppose n sevies of nmoward events should
aceur, enflicient to bring into doube the cempe




toncy-of a republican government to meet u
crisis of great danger, or to unhinge the confi

dence of the people in the public functionnviv.;
an institution ke this, penetrating hy i«
branches every part of the Union, ncting by
command andin phalanx, may, i a critiecnl mo
ment, upset the government. I deem no goy

ernment gafe which is under the vassalagn of
any self constitnted anthorities, or any other ny

thority than that of the nation, or its regular
functionaries.  What an obstruction eonld this
Lank of the United States, with all its hranel

es, be in time of war?  Ttmight dictate (o us
the peace we ghould accept, or withdraw irs
aids.  Oughtwe then to give further growth
to an iustitation so powerful, so hostile 2 Thy
it in 8o hostile we know, 18t from o knowledge
of the principles of the persons composing the
body of directors in every bank, principal or
branch ; and those of most of the stockholders :‘
nd, from theiropposition to the measares and
principles of the government, and 1o the elee
tion of those friendly 1o them: sl 80, from
the sentiments of the newspnpers they support
Now, while we are strong, it 1s the grentest do-
ty we owe to thesafety of onr Constitation, 1o
bring tha powertul enemy to u pecliser sulior s

nation imder its anthorities,  "The frst imeasiure
should ba to reduee them o equal footing
only with othiey hanks, as 1o the ivars of 1o
government, But i ocder 1o ba able to mee
a general combinntion of the hanks ngainst s,
i cal emergnuey, could we not make a
g towards an independent use of our
v towards holding onr own bank in
all the deposits whereit is reccived, and leting
the Trensurer give his draft or note, for pay

ment atany particular place, which, in a well
conducted governmant, ought to linve ns mach
credit ag any private drafl, or hauk note, or hill,
and would give us the same fucilities whicli we
derive from the bauks ? 1 pray you to turn this
subjeet in your mind, nnd to give it the benefit
of your knowledge of detaily; whereas 1 have
only very general views of the subject.”
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